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Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

May 13, 2008

Board Members Present: members present were John Sutphen (Vice-Chairperson), Susan Zimmermann (Secretary/Treasurer), Gregg Collar, Mary Burgess and Chris Duryea. Members present via conference circuit were Juliana Janson (Chairperson), Garnet Goins, Judith Messenger, and Lou Manuta.
Others Present: Angelo Rella (TAF Manager), Linda Maselli (PSC Staff), and Mary Goralski (TAF Analyst)
1. Juliana Janson, Chairperson, called the meeting to order and took a roll call.  A quorum was present and the meeting proceeded. 

2. The Board reviewed the minutes of the 02/12/08 Board meeting.  Hearing no changes, a motion was made by Chris Duryea and seconded by Lou Manuta to adopt the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  
3. Angelo provided a TAF Administrative Expense Summary Report for the months of January 2008 through March 2008.  He told the Board that the Treasurer (Susan Zimmermann) reviewed a more detailed summary and Susan acknowledged that was so and she was satisfied.  Angelo explained various line items and stated that expenses year to date are within 4% of the budget. There were no questions. A motion was made by Susan Zimmermann and seconded by Gregg Collar to approve the expense reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  
4. Angelo provided a TAF status report.  The January 2008 through March 2008 Monthly Assessment Summaries were presented.  Angelo provided an explanation of these reports.   He explained that TAF is seeing a trend of decreasing assessable revenues over time, which will be discussed later in this meeting. Angelo also noted there has also been an increase in costs, primarily those associated with lifeline. These combined trends have been making an impact on the TAF assessment ratio; the result being an increase in the ratio and, thus, an increase in company assessments.  There were no questions. A motion was made by John Sutphen and seconded by Gregg Collar to approve the reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.
5. Angelo gave an update on Caption Telephone Service. Angelo gave out an information package on Web Captel Service to the attendees. Sprint and Hamilton have initiated this new service which provides Captel Service over the web. Users do not need a Captel phone, just a regular phone and internet connection. Angelo says this service could impact traditional Captel use since this service may be used as an adjunct to or a replacement of the traditional Captel service. Angelo presented this for informational purposes only, since this service currently falls under FCC jurisdiction
6.   Angelo discussed the declining assessable revenue trend. He provided a chart 
showing this decline and indicated he anticipates a further decrease for 2008.    Discussion ensued as to the possible causes and what are the implications for TAF. Linda Maselli of the PSC indicated they are researching the issue and would give updates as more information became available.  Chris Duryea suggested doing an analysis of TAF costs, similar to the analysis of Assessable Revenues, and Angelo committed to having this information available prior to the next meeting. Questions and concerns were also raised as to the status of Lifeline service in New York.  Lou Manuta indicated that it appears many lifeline eligible customers do not avail themselves of this service. The PSC has been approached about this issue and is currently reviewing it.  
7.   Angelo announced that he is in possession of a letter from Chris Duryea that he is leaving the TAF Board and will be replaced by Elise Hiller.  Appreciation was expressed to Chris by the Board for his service.
8.  The next regularly scheduled Board meeting will be on August 12 in Albany in the   NYSTA Conference Room with a start time of 11AM.

9.  There being no other business, Lou Manuta made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Chris Duryea and approved unanimously by the Board.

